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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-11, 13-20, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Johnson (US 602016). 

Johnson discloses a handlebar comprising: a mounting portion (g) configured 
and arranged to be coupled to a bicycle in a direction transverse to a center plane of the 
bicycle (see Fig 1 ); a first gripping portion (see Fig 2) extending outwardly from said 
mounting portion in a first direction located on a first side of the center plane, said first 
gripping portion including a pair of first bar sections diverging outwardly from each other 
as said first bar sections extend away from the center plane (see Fig 1 ); and a second 
gripping portion extending outwardly from said mounting portion in a second direction 
located on a second side of the center plane (see Fig 1). 

Re claim 2, said second gripping portion includes a pair of second bar sections 
diverging outwardly from each other as said second bar sections extend away from the 
center plane (see Fig 1 ). 
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Re claim 3, said first gripping portion includes a first outer connecting section 
extending between diverging ends of said first bar sections to form a substantially U- 
shaped loop (see Fig 2). 

Re claim 4, said first gripping portion includes a first inner connecting section 
extending between converging ends of said first bar sections to form a closed loop 
together with said first bar sections and said outer connecting section (see Fig 2). 

Re claim 5, said second gripping portion is a substantially mirror image of said 
first gripping portion relative to the center plane (see Fig 2). 

Re claim 6, said first and second gripping portions are integrally formed with said 
mounting portion as a one-piece, unitary member (see Fig 2). 

Re claim 7, said first bar sections, said first outer connecting section, said first 
inner connecting section and said mounting portion are integrally formed as a one- 
piece, unitary member (see Fig 2). 

Re claim 8, said first inner and outer connecting sections are curved such that a 
substantially oval-shaped open area is formed within said closed loop (see Fig 2). 

Re claim 9, said first gripping portion includes a first inner connecting section 
extending between converging ends of said first bar sections to form a substantially U- 
shaped loop (see Fig 1). 
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Re claim 10, said mounting portion is arc-shaped, at least one of said first bar 
sections is arc-shaped, and said mounting portion and a majority of said at least one of 
said first bar sections that is arc-shaped extend along a common arc (see Fig 1). 

Re claims 1 1 and 15, said first bar sections are arranged to form a first accessory 
receiving space there between (The space is capable of receiving an accessory). 

Re claim 13, said bar sections diverge outwardly relative to said mounting portion 
at an angle no greater than about 45degrees relative to each other (see Fig 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 12 and 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Johnson (US 602016) in view of Opfergelt (US 4,754,902). 

Johnson discloses a handlebar as described above, but does not disclose an 
elastic element disposed therein that is configured and arranged to retain a bicycle 
accessory component in said first accessory receiving space. 

Opfergelt teaches the use of an elastic element (34, 36) disposed therein that is 
configured and arranged to retain a bicycle accessory component in said first accessory 
receiving space (see Fig 3). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the handlebar of Johnson to include an elastic element as 
taught by Opfergelt in order to provide convenience to the rider. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vicky A. Johnson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7106. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00a-3:30p). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6217. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 
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Primary Examiner 
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